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DISCOVERY GATEWAY CHILDREN’S MUSEUM PRESENTS
CHILDREN OF HANGZHOU: CONNECTING WITH CHINA
With Support from The Freeman Foundation
Salt Lake City, UT – Opening to the public on May 19, 2017, Children of Hangzhou: Connecting with
China is an exhibition designed to engage children and families by teaching about one of the oldest
civilizations – and now among the most modern -- in the world. Children of Hangzhou: Connecting with
China was created by Boston Children’s Museum and is part of the Freeman Foundation Asian Culture
Exhibit Series, funded by The Freeman Foundation and administered by the Association of Children’s
Museums. The exhibit is on a three-year, 10-city U.S. tour, and will be at Discovery Gateway May 19
through September 10, 2017.
Children of Hangzhou: Connecting with China presents four children from Hangzhou in several
environments, including at home, at school, in the library, in the theater, and in the countryside. The
Chinese children will introduce themselves through media and the activities of their daily lives. Visitors
will discover that Chinese life today mixes ancient traditions with modern lifestyles. It features original
artwork created to present a unique Chinese aesthetic that delivers an immediate and unmistakable
impression: You are in China.
For Discovery Gateway Children’s Museum, this exhibit is a bridge to learn about China and build
cross-cultural understanding by dispelling stereotypes and demystifying the nation of China. The exhibit
showcases a wide range of subjects, such art symbols, what a school day is like for a student in China,
the history of the Great Wall, the Chinese opera, rice planting in the countryside, and the evolution of
the Chinese language. The iconic centerpiece of the exhibit is a Pavilion in West Lake, Hangzhou. In the
Pavilion, visitors can practice Tai Chi with a master and play traditional Chinese games.
Discovery Gateway members are invited to preview the exhibit on May 18 from 2 – 4 pm. The grand
opening of Children of Hangzhou: Connecting with China will be Friday, May 19 from

11 am – 2 pm. On the morning of the opening, the museum will host two fifth grade Chinese Dual
Immersion classes from Calvin Smith Elementary. The students will be encouraged to engage with the
exhibit in their secondary language, Mandarin.
“Hosting Children of Hangzhou, gives us the opportunity to connect with China through the eyes of
children.” explains Discovery Gateway’s Director of Museum Education and Operations, Tammy
Spicer. “The exhibit aligns perfectly with our mission of discovery and allows us to celebrate Utah’s
cultural diversity,” adds Laurie Hopkins, Discovery Gateway’s executive director.
The grand opening will kick off with a Lion Dance performed by Calvin Smith Elementary students, and
several performances by artists from Utah’s Chinese community will follow. The University of Utah’s
Confucius Institute will provide hands-on activities for children and families including Chinese paper
cutting, origami, and calligraphy.
About Discovery Gateway Children’s Museum
Discovery Gateway Children’s Museum is located in downtown Salt Lake City at 444 West 100 South
and is a contemporary discovery center offering 60,000 square feet of interactive, hands-on fun. The
engaging workshops, programs, and exhibits invite the whole family to create, learn, and play together.
It is the mission of Discovery Gateway to inspire children of all ages and abilities to imagine, discover,
and connect with their world to make a difference. For information, please call (801) 456-5437, or visit
us at www.DiscoveryGateway.org
About Boston Children’s Museum
Boston Children’s Museum engages children and families in joyful discovery experiences that instill an
appreciation of our world, develop foundational skills, and spark a lifelong love of learning. More
information about Boston Children’s Museum can be found at www.BostonChildrensMuseum.org.
Become a fan of the Museum on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/BostonChildrensMuseum and
follow them on Twitter at https://twitter.com/BosChildMuseum
About The Freeman Foundation:
The Freeman Foundation was established in 1993 by Mansfield Freeman. This private foundation is
committed to increasing and strengthening the understanding of nations in East Asia.
About Association of Children’s Museums (ACM)
In an increasingly complex world, children’s museums provide a place where all kids can learn through
play and exploration with the caring adults in their lives. There are approximately 400 children’s
museums around the world, which annually reach more than thirty-one million visitors. ACM provides

leadership, professional development, advocacy, and resources for its member organizations and
individuals. To learn more about ACM and to find an ACM-member children’s museum near you, visit
http://www.ChildrensMuseums.org/
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